Endovascular shunt reduction in the management of transjugular portosystemic shunt-induced hepatic encephalopathy: preliminary experience with reduction stents and stent-grafts.
The purpose of this study was to retrospectively evaluate the safety, feasibility, and midterm clinical outcome of the use of three types of reduction stents inserted to manage transjugular intrahepatic portosystemic shunt (TIPS)-induced hepatic encephalopathy refractory to medical treatment. The use of a covered reduction stent-graft results in a greater increase in portosystemic gradient immediately after reduction than does use of a bare reduction stent. Relief of TIPS-induced hepatic encephalopathy tends to be greater in patients with reduction stent-grafts than in those with bare reduction stents.